Odyssey Charter School

2251 S. Jones Blvd
Las Vegas, NV 89146
(702)257-0578

Dear Students and Parents,

Whet her itdés AWel come Aboardo or i Wel come B

Charter School demonstrates support of school choice in the State of Nevada. On
behalf of the Odyssey K-12 administration, faculty, board of directors, and community,
| thank you for your support and wish you a wonderful year ahead.

Odyssey Charter School, K-12, was recently accredited for a six year term by the
Northwest Association of Accredited Schools. This is the second six year term for
which our school has been approved. It is an honor, and pleasure, to continue serving
the Odyssey community of parents and students.

While final results have not been announced at the time of this letter, we believe that

both the Odyssey K-5 and middle school programs made Adequate Yearly Progress

(AYP) for the 2010-2011 school year as determined by the criteria set forth by the

State of Nevada and No Child Left Behind. Additionall y, Odyssey Ch&rter
program was recognized by the Department of
School 6 for 2011. We anticipate the wupcomi
far!

With a strong teaching staff, a committed administrative team, our unique model
combining distance education with the criti
dedication of our parent population to be active participants in the educational process

we proudly begin our 13th year as a leader of the charter school movement in Nevada.

P 3“1“ Chondra.

Julie Charles, Ed.D
Principal
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Motto:

School Motto, Mission, Core Values, Goals and
Statement of Beliefs

The Odyssey Begins with You!

Mission:
At Odyssey Charter School we believe that all students are unique and by utilizing
sound instructional practices students can achieve academic success.

Core Values:

T

Commitment T We recognize that our obligations go beyond our
professional responsibilities and are committed daily to the success of our
students and school.

Respect i We acknowledge and value the unique qualities and experiences
of our students, staff, and families.

Flexibility - We will continually seek multiple opportunities and approaches
to ensure our studentoés individual
Optimism T We are committed to a positive belief in our students which
maximizes support for all individuals within our learning community.

Provide each student with a quality education

Develop and operate programs that maximize parent involvement in each
childds education

Employ modern technologies, alternative approaches and alternative
settings to deliver the highest quality education possible

Statement of Beliefs

= =4 -8 -8 _-9_95_2

All students can learn

Learning is continuous and has no bounds

Learning is a journey rather than a destination

Parents are an integral part of the educational process

Parents, children and school staff share the responsibility of education
High expectations result in high academic achievement

Parents, students and the school share responsibility for developing
character, ethics and manners

School helps to prepare individuals to positively contribute to a changing
society

Individuals are accountable for their actions, therefore, each individual will
accept responsibility for logical consequences regarding his/her behavior
Education is a cooperative partnership between the school, families, and
community members
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The Role of the Parent in the Odyssey Program

The purpose of this handbook is to inform, guide, and direct your efforts in the

awesome responsibility of educating your child this year. You will be working with

|l icensed teachers to facilitate your chil do
gain interesting facts and knowledge. Perhaps you will understand old concepts in a

new and fascinating way. These are some of the benefits, outside of personal goals of

the OCS program.

Odyssey is a unique program that affords you the opportunity to create a partnership

with professional licensed teachers who will assist you weekly in the education of your
chil d. Your role as facilitator of your chii
partnership and there is nothing that can take its place.

So that these experiences are successful for you and your child, we recommend that
you strive throughout the year to attain the following skills:

1 Understand your computer. What steps will you take if your computer goes
down? Have a plan in place.

1 Learn and understand procedures for web searches.

1 Be able to print out necessary materials. (If you do not have a printer, you may
print out materials at your local library for a small fee.)

1 Explore the world of the Internet to find helpful and fascinating websites that will
support your childés | essons.

1 Regularly utilize the library and other community resources

1 Actively support Odyssey resources with participation in Parents as Teachers
classes, offered up to 3 times per week on campus.

1 Schedule weekly lab and tutoring sessions on campus to further support your
child (grade levels and schedules TBA).

1 Build relationships with your teachers. Share ideas openly, discuss difficulties,
and use all of the tools made available to you.

1 Always praise and encourage your child. It goes a long way!

1 Do not be afraid to make mistakes. Everybody does.
Education is not a destination, it is a journey!

Enjoy the journey!
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Secrets of Success i Grades K-7
Tips for Parents and Guardians

Create an organized working space for your child
V Provide a desk, bookshelf, supplies, bulletin board

Keep paperwork in 3-ring binders
V Keep binder in the same place each day
V Separate by subject areas or dates

Grade work before the teacher arrives
V  Write down questions or concerns during the week and keep them handy in a binder
V Record any extra academic activities for teacher approval

V Let the teacher know your childbés interests
Logs
V Have the logs filled completely
V Double-check your math when adding up time
V Be sure to sign the logs
Working with your children
V Provide supervision during learning item
V' Monitor and provide help for your child. Even middle school students need supervision
and assistance. If an adult is not home part of the day, have the child read silently, do
journal entries, art, music or health, butleavet he fAmeaty stuff o or ar €
child is struggling in, for a time when an adult is there to offer guidance and assistance.
V Remember the importance of modeling good study habits and daily reading
Post minimum required miwonkispage near your chil doés
V  Monitor time spent on subject areas
V Remember a limited amount of time may be logged for PE, art and music, depending
on grade level
V Organize your childés time so that assignmen
dates
Make enrichment activities a required part of your day
V Participate in PAT (Parent as Teacher) classes to further your knowledge in teaching
your child
V Set up a PIN at the library so that books can be easily renewed online
V Attend study sessions or labs on a regular basis
Teacher Visit
V Have the daily minutes completely and accurately entered in True North Logic
V Provide a clean, well-lit table for the student and teacher during the visit
V Put pets in another room, many teachers are allergic to animal hair
V  Turn off the TV and radio
V Use the telephone answering machine
V  Allow your child to eat before or after the visit, not during the visit
V Do not have your childés friend over during
V Be ready f or t he-ringbiredér)éas wellvas liskof questioms éoereview
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V Consider this appointment with the teacher to be very important. This appointment
should only be cancelled in cases of emergency
V Please contact the teacher or call the office to cancel a visit.

- ‘ Contacting the Teacher
V Teachers check their email daily and will respond in a timely manner
V Teachers may also be contacted through the school office

Pl ease understand your teacherds schedule may &
to provide your teacher 24 hours notice in the event in the event of an emergency. If you must
cancel the day of a visit, be sure to contact the school office as soon as possible.

(702) 257-0578.
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Secrets of Success i 8" Grade

Tips for Parents and Guardians

Create an organized work space for your child
V Provide a desk, bookshelf, supplies, bulletin board

Keep paperwork in 3-ring binder
V Keep binder in the same place each day
V Separate by subject areas or dates

Before class
V Write down guestions or concerns during the week and keep them handy in a binder
V Review completed weekly assignments before each weekly school visit takes place

Working with your children
V Monitor and provide help for your child. Even middle school students need supervision
and assistance If an adult is not home part of the day, have the child read silently, do

journal entries, art, music or health, but leavethefimeaty stuffd or areas
child is struggling in, for a time when an adult is there to offer guidance and assistance.
Post minimum required minutesnear your chil ddéds work space
V Monitor time spent on subject areas
V Reminder i A limited amount of time may be logged for PE, art, music, depending on
grade level
V Organi ze your childés time so that assignment
dates
Set time to take your child to the library
V Participate in PAT (Parent as Teacher) classes to further your knowledge in teaching
your child
V Set up a PIN at the library so that books can be easily renewed online
V Attend support labs and study sessions on a regular basis
Class Visit
V Have the daily minutes completely and accurately entered in True North Logic
V Since there is one day per week of required face-to-face attendance, it is imperative
that all efforts are made to attend this weekly session
Contacting the teacher
V Teachers check their email daily and will respond in a timely manner
V Teachers may also be contacted through the school office
Please understand yourteacher6 s schedul e may be very rightj

families to provide your teacher 24 hours notice in the event of an emergency. If you
must cancel the day of the visit, be sure to contact the school office as soon as
possible (702) 257-0578.
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Learning Environment

The study area must be a positive, quiet, uncluttered work place that is conducive to
learning. Following is a list of recommendations which will help facilitate the
appropriate atmosphere.

1 Specific location with appropriate lighting

1 Working computer with printer access

1 Internet access i we recommend high speed internet access ’

1 E-mail i This should be checked daily (many accounts are free)

1 Tools (paper, pencils, pens, ruler, calculator, etc.)

9 Safety and security for the student, parent, and teacher

Daily Schedules

Research proves that students achieve higher performance when in a structured, daily
routine. Odyssey offers immense flexibility which allows for you to adapt a schedule
that best suits your family and lifestyle. You should commit to blocks of time on a daily
basis so that the schedule becomes second nature. This will ensure that your child will
understand and expect school time. Odyssey endorses the student daily planner as a
tool to plan, schedule, and monitor student instructional activity. These are available in
our front office for $5.00.

Following is the Recommended Weekly Time Allocation chart. Odyssey Charter
School utilizes these district guidelines when preparing lesson plans and curriculum.

10




Minimum

RECOMMENDED WEEKLY TIME ALLOCATION

Grade: K Grades: 1 and 2
Reading, Oral & Written Language 210| None Reading, Oral & Written Language 595 Mone
Mathematics 100| NMone Mathematics 255] Mone
Social Studies 30] Mone Social Studies 60] Mone
Science 30] Mone Science 60] Mone
Health 30] Mone Health 301 MNone
Physical Education 100] 100] [Physical Education 100 100]
Music sofl  so|l  [Music sl sol
Art sol  so|  |Art 50 )

| Total] 600 | Total]l 1200
Grades : 3,4,5 §| 3| Grade: 6 £ g
Reading, Oral & Written Language 755| None English 300] MNone
Mathematics 355] None Reading 300] Mone
Social Studies &0] Mone Mathematics 300] Mone
Science &0] Mone Life Science 250] MHone
Health 30| None Computer Literacy (1 Semester)
Physical Education 100] 100] |Physical Education (1 Semester) 250 250]
Music so] 50| |Health (1 Semester)
Art 50 SDI Elective (Music or Art) {1 Semester) 250 250|

| Total] 1500 Total] 1650

8| ¢ 8|

Grade: 7 & E Grade: 8 ] E
English 300| None| [English 325] None
|Reading 300] None| [Mathematics 325) None
Mathematics 300] None Physical Science 250] MHone
Earth Science 250] None World Geography 250] Hone
US History/Nevada History 250] None Physical Education (3 Quarters)
Physical Education {1 Semester) Health {1 quarter) 250 250}
Elective: {1 Semester) (Music, Art, Elective (Music, Art or Math Enrichment 250 251]'
Health or Computer Literacy 250 250] I Total] 1650

| Total 1650
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Grading

Report cards are issued quarterly. Kindergarten students receive a grade of E, S, or N.
(Excellent, Satisfactory or Needs Improvement). Primary and intermediate students in
grades 1-5, receive a grade of A, B, C, D or F in major academic areas and E, S, or N
in other subjects. Middle school students in grades 6-8 receive a grade of A, B, C, D,
or F in all subject areas.

Unsatisfactory notices are issued in the middle of each quarter when a student is at
risk of failing individual classes (D or lower). fa t eacher observes t hat
grades have dropped significantly in a short period of time, the notice may be issued at
that time as well.

Individual teachers utilize different grading methods or rubrics to determine student
grades.

8™ grade students may be required to attend an additional session of lab if the student

is failing a core subject.
ot
Grics!

S
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Promotion Requirements

According to NRS 392.033, Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 389.995, and Clark County
School District Policy and Regulation 5123 (see appendix), students must earn passing grades
(A,B, C, or D) in the following areas during their 7" and/or 8" grade years to be promoted to 9"
grade:

In order for a student to be promoted to the 7" grade, he/she must complete one semester with
a passing grade in Mathematics, one semester with a passing grade in English or Reading,
and one semester with a passing grade in Science in the 6™ grade.

A student in the 7" grade must complete one semester with a passing grade in Mathematics
and one semester with a passing grade in English or Reading, one semester with a passing
grade in Science, and one semester with a passing grade in Social Studies for promotion to 8"
grade.

A student in 8" grade must complete three semesters with a passing grade in Mathematics,
three semesters with a passing grade in English or Reading, two semesters with a passing
grade in Science and two semesters with a passing grade in Social Studies during the 7" and
8" grade years for promotion to high school.

An 8" grade student who does not meet promotion requirements may be promoted to high
school on academic probation provided the student meets the criteria for academic probation
and with administrative approval. A parent or guardian may elect not to place his/her child on
academic probation but to remain in Grade 8.

Although a student may be promoted to high school on academic probation, summer school
credit retrieval is recommended to improve academic skills and to prepare for success in high
school. Successful completion of required summer school courses may remove a student from
academic probation.

An 8" grade student who has not met the promotion requirements may be promoted to the 9™
grade on academic probation provided at least one of the following criteria has been met, and
the school principal has given approval.

1 Criteria-Referenced Test (CRT) score meet or exceed standards in the area(s) of credit
deficiency; or

9 Credits have been earned in the core area(s): English or Reading, Mathematics,
Science, and Social Studies, however, the student is deficient in one semester of the
five total credits required for promotion;

1 A student reaches the age of sixteen before, on, or after the first day of school.

High school Academic Probation will consist of the appropriate remediation in the subject
area(s) in which the student failed to pass in middle school. Remediation may include, but is
not limited to a minimum of one semester of remedial instruction in the deficient subject area(s)
during the 9" grade. The student must earn a passing grade in the remediation course(s) in
order to be removed from academic probation. A student may be placed on academic
probation for more than one semester.

An 8" grade student not meeting criteria for promotion to 9™ grade and not meeting the criteria

for academic probation will be retained in the 8" grade for the following school year. A retained
8" grade student may not be promoted mid-year.
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Testing

Because Odyssey Charter School is a public school, testing is a requirement for
each student. Below, you will find brief explanations of the types of testing that may
occur throughout the year. This list may not be inclusive.

1 State-mandated testing- This requires that, by law, students attend a testing
facility for a specified period of time. You will be contacted several times prior to
the testing and may be offered a choice of time and location. Confirmations will
be sent. You will be responsiblefor your chil dés transport
facility. This is not optional. All students must complete these tests.
Because these tests are mandated by state law, parents or guardians must
bring their child/children to the Odyssey charter School campus during their
designated test time. (Please see enrollment contract for details).

1 Interim Testing- These tests are conducted regularly throughout the year to
collect information concerning the stude
exams are necessary for fine tuning the instruction and curriculum content at the
school. The teacher may assign a student work at a level lower or higher than
his/her grade level in any of the core subjects after reviewing the tests. These
tests are also used to measure student growth within a period.

1 Curriculum Tests/Quizzes- This type of testing takes place throughout the
year, during or after a unit of study in any of the core subjects. They may be
teacher or computer-generated.

In order to facilitate greater success in testing situations, all teachers will employ Study
Island as a source of practice. It is strongly recommended that you become familiar
with this site. It has a parent section which will allow you to become an active
participant in learning about the testing techniques needed to be a successful test-
taker.
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Counseling Department
The guidance function is delivered through four services:

Placement: Students are required to take courses to meet promotion requirements.
Placement involves assistance to each individual in selecting appropriate curriculum.

Individual Analysis: The individual analysis service aims to enhance understanding
of the individual and to improve the quality of decisions made by parents, teachers,
counselors, administrators, and the learners themselves.

Information Dissemination: The Counseling Department is open to
anyone in the Odyssey community who desires information concerning
education.

Counseling Service: Counseling is designed to help each individual
set goals and establish an education plan. This will be achieved through an awareness

of each individual 6s strengths, weaknesses,
addition, counseling service provides consultations with parents, teachers, and

administrators.

Student Intervention and Required Parent Conference (RPC)
Meetings

The decision to enroll your child in a charter school requires commitment and support
from all stakeholders. Odyssey Charter Schools is committed to providing families with
the supports that are necessary to help students succeed in our program.

Our research has shown that students in our program excel when several things are in
place, including regular visits and attendance, frequent communication with instructors,
participating in mandatory classes and voluntary programs (PAT), and adherence to
school procedures and policies. Student or family intervention meetings are one of the
ways we assess what kind of support is needed when students may not appear to be
succeeding.

Should you receive a letter during the school year requiring your attendance at an

Academic RPC meeting, or any other Required Parent Conference (RPC) please
contact the office to schedule your appointment immediately.

15




Successful Strategies for Effective Communication
Resolving Differences So Everyone Wins

Communication plays a critical role in education, especially in a school environment
where email and the telephone are used more frequently than face to face meetings.
The success of our program is often attributed to effective communication between the
teacher, their students and the parents.

Those who have been most successful in our school point to several strategies that
worked for them. With the additional help of our counselor we are able to offer the
following list of guidelines for making your year a year where EVERYONE WINS!

1. Accept and respect that individual opinions may differ, don't try to force compliance,
work to develop common agreement.

2. Communicate your feelings assertively, not aggressively. Try to express them
without blaming others.

3. Focus on the issue, not your position about the issue.

4. Give others an opportunity to express themselves without jumping to conclusions or
making assumptions about what they are feeling or thinking.

5. Review the situation as one where no one has to win and no one has to lose. Work
toward a solution where both parties can have some of their needs met.

6. Listen without interrupting; ask for feedback if needed to assure a clear
understanding of the issue.

7. Thank the person for listening to you.
8. Stay in the present.

9. Take time to cool off should you find yourself becoming angry or annoyed; send the
email or make the phone call once you have regained control.

10. Work through the problem rather than attacking the person. It is best to start with a
compliment.

Remember the goal is that all parties want what is best for the child!

For additional suggestions or further resources please contact the school counselor

16




Code of Honor
Nevada Department of Education

There is a clear expectation that all students will perform academic tasks with honor and
integrity, with the support of parents, staff, faculty, administration, and the community. The
learning process requires students to think, process, organize, and create their own ideas.
Throughout this process, students gain knowledge, self-respect, and ownership in the work that
they do. These qualities provide a solid foundation for life skills, impacting people positively
throughout their lives. Cheating and plagiarism violate the fundamental learning process and

compromi se personal integrity and onedbds honor .

integrity by not cheating, plagiarizing or using information unethically in any way.

What is cheating?

Cheating or academic dishonesty can take many forms, but always involves the improper
taking of information from and/or giving of information to another student, individual, or other
source. Examples of cheating can include, but are not limited to:

9 Taking or copying answers on an examination or any other assignment from another
student or other source.

1 Giving Answers on an examination or any other assignment to another student

1 Copying assignments that are turned in as original work

1

Collaborating one exams, assignments, papers and/or projects without specific teacher
permission

1 Allowing others to do the research or writing for an assigned paper
9 Using unauthorized electronic devices
9 Falsifying data or lab results, including changing grades electronically

What is plagiarism?
Plagiarism is a common form of cheating or academic dishonesty in the school setting. It is

representing another personés works or ideas a§g

source and submitting it for any purpose. Examples of plagiarism can include, but are not
limited to:

T Submitting someone el sebdbs work, such as
own without giving credit to the source

1 Turning in purchased papers or papers from the internet written by someone else

1 Representing another persondés artistic
computer programs, photographs, drawings, or paintings as your own

1 Helping others plagiarize by giving them your work

All stakeholders have a responsibility in maintaining academic honesty. Educators must
provide the tools and teach the concepts that afford students the knowledge to understand the
characteristics of cheating and plagiarism. Parents must support their students in making good
decisions relative to completing coursework assignments and taking exams. Students must
product work that is theirs alone, recognizing the importance of thinking for themselves and
learning independently, when that is the nature of the assignment. Adhering to the Code of
Honor for the purposes of academic honesty promotes an essential skill that goes beyond the
school environment. Honesty and integrity are useful

Questions or concerns regarding the consequences associated with a violation of the Code of
Honor may be directed towards your childd s school administration

17
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Acceptable Use Policy

Odyssey Charter School is a community of educators, students, and their
families committed to individual achievement through innovative instruction and
guidance, both direct and on-line.

Prior to receiving access to Odyssey Charter Schoolo s net wor k resources
parents, and educators must ready the Acceptable Use Policy and submit a completed
Network Access Form to the appropriate administrator or designee.

ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY (AUP)

The purpose of Odyssey Charter School 6s (OC
certainthatthes c hool 6s st af f, s teladpeopriate and pradluctve mi | i e
communications with electronic communities around the world. This policy includes all

email and Internet services and all Internet service providers such as AOL, EarthLink,

etc, when used in association with OCS. The electronic resources provided by OCS

can only be used to promote the purpose, mission, and goals of the school. These

resources are provided to facilitate access to information and resources, promoted

educational excellence, and enhance communication between OCS and the

community. The internet is a network connecting thousands of computers throughout

the world. The internet can bring a wealth of educational material to the user, but may

also contain material that is objectionable. OCS filters web sites believed to be

inappropriate for students. However, OCS cannot and does not represent that

inappropriate or objectionable material can be completely filtered. Parent(s) and or

guardian(s) must consider this is allowing their children access to the internet either at

school or at home.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
A. Access to District Network and Resources
1. Staff, students, and members of the community may be given access to OCS6
computer network resources. This access, including account and password,
must not be shared, assigned, or transferred to another individual.
22Access to OCSO6 computer network resource
terms and conditions of the AUP are violated. Prior to a termination of access to
OCS6 computer networ k reisfaned af thessuspdctede user
violation and given an opportunity to present an explanation. The user may
request a review hearing with the Executive Director within seven (7) days of
notification if the user feels that such action is unjust. After the review access
may be terminated if the Executive Director denies the appeal.
3. Upon entrance to OCS, a student must have a completed Network Access Form
signed by the legal parent and/or guardianb ef or e access 1 s gran
computer network resources. Student signature is mandatory for grades 6
through 8 only

18
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. System Security
1. Computer users may not run applications or files that create a security risk to

1. Polite and appropriate language is expected at all times.

2. Abusive messages are prohibited

3. Harassment is prohibited. Harassment is conduct which is sufficiently severe,
persistent, or pervasive that it adversely affects, or has the purpose, or logical
consequences, of interfering with auser6 s e dnalcpeogram, or creates an
intimidating, hostile, or offensive environment. Behavior that continues after an
individual is informed of its offensiveness may constitute evidence of intent to
harass. If told by a person to stop sending messages, the sender must stop.

16

OCS0 computer network resources. I f wuser
must notify appropriate administrators immediately.
2. Any user reasonably deemed to be a security risk, or discovered to have a
proven history of problems with other computer networks, may be denied
accesstoOCS6 computer network resources.
3. Users should immediately notify a teacher or school administrator if they believe
that someone has obtained unauthorized access to their private account.
. Respecting Resource Limits
1. Staff, students, and community members wi
services to post chain letters or engage in spamming. Spamming is sending
messages to a large number of people, or sending a large number of messages
to a single person, with the intent of annoying users or to interrupt the system.
. lllegal Activities
1. OCS cooperates fully with local, state or federal officials in any investigation
related to illegal activities.
2.1t is prohibited to utilize OCS6 technol
services without prior approval of the appropriate administrator.
3. Attemptingtogainunaut hori zed access to OCS6 net wo
beyond authorized access is prohibited. This includes attempting to log in
through anotherpersond6 s account or accessing anot hg
4. Vandalism will result in cancellation of privileges to OCS6 ntpoter network
resources and may result in suspension from school. Vandalism is defined as
any malicious attempt to harm or destroy data or equipment on any computer
network.
5. ltis prohibitedtouse OCS6 computer network resources
denying others access to the system.
6. Advertising will be permitted on OCSO06 co
prior approval of the appropriate administrator.
. Intellectual Property (Copyright)
1. No copyrighted materi al i s dwork lesourqged a c e d
without written permission from the copyright owner.
2. Al | users of OCS6é network resources must
display any type of material that violates this AUP.
. Language

mp

on




G. Liability

1. OCS does not warrant the functions or se
net work resources. Resources aoebasbsid

2. Opinions, advice, services, and all other information supplied by third parties are
for informational purposes only. It is not guaranteed to be correct. Users are
urged to seek professional advice for specific individual situations.

3. Any software available from OCSO6 net work
suitability, legality, or performance by OCS.

4. Staff, students, and community members agree to indemnify and hold harmless
Odyssey Charter School for any liability arising out of any violation of the AUP.

H. Electronic Mail and Real-Time Conferencing
1. Itis not the intention of the system administrators to inspect or disclose the

contents of electronic mail or computer files sent by one user to another, without

consent from either party, unless required to do so by OCS, local, state, or
federal officials. Electronic mail is not private. As with written communications,
users should recognize there is no expectation of privacy for electronic mail.

Users are expected to remove email messages in a timely manner.

All users must promptly report inappropriate messages received to a teacher,

supervisor, or the system administrators.

4. Students should not reveal personal information such as addresses, phone
numbers, passwords, or financial information to others. If student work is
identified, only the first name, grade, and school should be listed. Private
information may not be posted about another person.

5. A cancelled account will not retain electronic mail.

6. The system administrators reserve the ri
computer network resources if this AUP is violated while using real time chat
features, including video conferencing.

wn
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The Following Section Applies
To

Grades K-7 Only

Curriculum and Learning Objectives
Teacher Visit Information

Group Class

Support Labs

Student Weekly Log
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K-7 Curriculum and Learning Objectives

Odyssey Charter School employs a distance education model. Our program affords
you the opportunity to facilitate your
teacher, outside of the regular school setting. Our delivery is via the computer and the
Internet. Although your teacher may use many sites for lessons, Compass Learning
(www.compasslearning.com), is the major curriculum source that has been adopted by
Odyssey. Think of it as a series of online textbooks, in all the major academic
subjects, PreK-8. There are also lessons in health, art, and music.

The school also uses Study Island, Beyond Books, a source for social studies and
literature, Reading A to Z/ABC Teach, Headsprout, Skillwriter, Brain Pop, and
EdHelper. These are not the only sites your child will use during the course of the
year, but they do carry the bulk of the information. Your teacher will use age-
appropriate sites and write the lessons on the logs depending upon the needs of your
child. You will be provided with usernames and passwords and may write them on the
Information Sheet located near the end of this handbook.

Every child will be required to read each day. The amount of
time for each child will be determined by your teacher, and will
be dependent upon grade level and ability. With this, your
teacher will assign book reports accordingly.

In addition, each child must complete daily writing assignments.
Specifics will be discussed each week during visits. Odyssey
endorses a program which focuses on the five steps of the
writing process.

Odyssey does offer a school planner for sale. This is a spiral-bound resource
notebook containing: a calendar, school tips for studying and organization, important
phone numbers, and other information regarding school policy. Contact your teacher or
the school office for price and availability.

Because we are a public school, we are required to follow the Nevada State Standards
and learning objectives for all grade levels. The objectives are lists of those skills that
must be introduced, practiced, or mastered in each grade. You will be given these
guidelines (Curriculum Overview) at the beginning of the year, and it is important that
you regularly review them and become familiar with them so as to gain a clear
understanding of what skills your child will need to complete within the year. Your
teacher will refer to these Content Standards (K-5), and/or Course Syllabus (6-8),
when creating lesson plans.
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Teacher Visits

The mandatory weekly visit is ultimately the most important element in the Odyssey
Program. During this hourly visit, the parent/student/teacher relationship is established
and nurtured. This relationship will allow for the academic success of the student. The
following thoroughly explains what is required to facilitate for a successful visit.

Before the Visit

1 Parents and students should be home one half hour before and after the
scheduled appointment time. (Please be aware that teachers are on the road
and there is always the possibility of delay. There may also be times when your
teacher might request to do the visit earlier due to the cancellation of other
visits.)

As previously stated, the learning environment is prepared

Logs are printed, signed, and the daily minutes are all entered into True North
Logic.

Papers are corrected and graded as per individual teacher expectations.

All materials are gathered and organized with assignments in correct subject
areas in a notebook or binder

Computer is up and on the Odyssey homepage

Questions are prepared

Checklists are complete

E E
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teacher

Student should be fully clothed and groomed

Eating takes place before or after the visit

Phone calls are answered by machines and checked later
Televisions, video games, and radios are turned off
Siblings are supervised and away from the work area
Pets are away from the work area

Please, no smoking during visits

= =4 -4 -9 _-9_95_2

During Visit

91 Each child should have approximately a 50-60 minute weekly visit by the
general education teacher.

1 Itis very important that you be present throughout the entire visit unless your
teacher specifies otherwise. It is at this time that you will learn what is required
of your child for the week, understand difficult concepts, [| [] [l [] |] [] []
discuss questions, and learn about strategies that will be @
practiced throughout the year. It is highly recommended that
you take clear and precise notes during each visit and
maintain a notebook for your own use.

Weekds |l essons should be reviewed with

S

T Previous weekod6s |l essons wil |l be gdi sScusse
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Grades will be assigned

New log will be explained

Teacher will demonstrate/model strategic tutoring and/or concept instruction
You and your teacher will define, describe, and discuss strategies

Your teacher will ask for you to provide feedback

You will be asked to model strategies for the teacher

= =4 =4 -8 -4 -9

After the Visit

1 After the visit, the communication with your teacher does not end. You and your
child must express any difficulties or challenges via e-mail or phone. Please, do
not wait until the next visit to do this. It is so important that your child continue
with lessons each day so that growth and progress are unimpeded. In most
situations, the difficulty can be easily remedied through additional
communication. Your teacher can discuss the concept with you, or tell you
where you might be able to get more information. Remember, your teacher is
your best resource and he/she will be able to direct you.

91 Alllessons on the log must be completed. If there are technical difficulties with

your personal computer, you must find an alternate source. (We recommend

the library.)

Yo ur c h rkistobddsbe neviewed for understanding and completion.

Continue practicing/modeling strategies.

Minutes should be recorded daily. Please, do not wait for the end of the week to

do this. It may cause confusion, but more importantly, it allows for the

assur ance that the dayods work has been

= =4 =4

Instructional Visitors

Throughout the year instructional visitors, including school administrators, new
teachers, and/or teaching trainers, may accompany your teacher at the visit. The
observations are used as a tool to provide additional information to the school
regarding best practices in a distance education program. School improvements
provide your child with the best learning experiences and up to date practices. No
additional preparation by the parent is needed. In most cases the teacher will inform
families in advance. However, there may be times when advance notice is not
possible.
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Group Class

The group class is a state-mandated instructional period of one hour, once a
month. Students, parents, and teachers meet together as a class. You must attend
with your child and provide your own transportation. Because this is considered
necessary instructional time, absences should be limited to illnesses or family
emergencies.

Group classes vary. They might be field trips/activities or lessons in a classroom
setting. The year 0s f oc u-gakingskild, ant writing.e ar ni ng

You may be required to sign a permission slip for your child to participate in some of
these classes. Your teacher will always provide you with the details well before the
scheduled event.

Individual teachers may assign related work to students who miss class. Absences
from group class may affect report card grades.

Take note that not every group class will be appropriate for siblings, and it will be up
to the discretion of your teacher or stated in the information concerning school-wide
group classes.

Support Labs

The support labs offer additional on campus tutoring group lessons and study hall
opportunities. The lab is staffed with licensed teachers and high school aides. Support
labs are scheduled by age groups, and are offered one or two times per week.
Attendance is optional, however; the schools may require students, at risk of failure, to
attend. Lab attendance is not a substitute for a regular visit.
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Logs

The log is the legal document used by your teacher to record lessons, grades, and
attendance. It requires signatures from both you and your teacher before being turned
into the office each week.

VYou must | og your childdés working ti me
(Only the teacher may write in the Learning Objectives section.)
V Teacher visit time and group class time will be added into the minutes on the
days in which they occur. They are incorporated into the weekly totals.
V Teachers will take the completed and signed log with them after each visit.
They will leave a new log with each family.
Following is an example of a log and how it might be completed.
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Odyssey Charter Schools

K-8 Weekly Attendance Hﬂmrdl

Student Name:

Grade: Tth

Teacher Signature:

Parent Signature:

Subjects

Total
57 | 5/8 | 50510 ] 511 [Mins | Grade

|Language Aris

* Compass Leaming Odysasy

Wite Using standard grammatical usage. Develog spelling skills
+ Weskly Vocabulary

Develop vocabulary sills

* Middie School Weekly Wiiling Activity

Write wsing standard grammatical usage. Davelop soelling skilis

1g0] 1z

E

TE0

|Reading

i
=

|‘ Middie School Reading Activity
Math

* Compass Laaming Ody=asy - Middie School
Reason and communicate mathematically and apply

|leamed concepts o problem-soiving stuations.
* Raview and Practice Math Skills - Middle School
Review and reinforce math skils and pracice sl sirategles

20 120 210

Social Studies

* Abraham Lincoin Activities

Demaonstrate an understanding of the American
13605 and Abraham Lincoin's role in LS. history.

* Current Events

Lise reatingwriting skilis to summartze and discss

MIEWE EVETE ﬂ'lﬂhl:l'll‘ﬂﬂ! MEU.

Science

* 52 Grade 7 Earth Sclence

Explore solar sysbam and Its Influences on the earth,
Develop awareness of geological history of the earth,
Apply baske concepis of consarvation and recycling
of nabural rEs0UrCes.

[Beatth

PE

* PE aciivily
Appiy movement skills, maintain physical Siness and
demonsirate eamwork

|Music

JArt

+  Aart Acthties
Explore technigues andior history of art

|Computer Literacy

* Computer Literacy
Leamipractics keyboanding skills, develop an understanding of
COmpuier iechnology.

|Other

Teacher 'l.'"|5ill W

Minutes for vi5il| =]

Daily Totals] 420

60] o] 4s0] sa) 3s0) =i
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THE FOLLOWING SECTION

APPLIES TO 8" GRADE ONLY

Curriculum and Learning Objectives
Onsite Class

Schedule Changes

Support Labs
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